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Hemel Hempstead



#SkillsForLife



Dear Leaders,

January 2019

Leaders advanced notice

Dinghy sailing for Explorers, Scouts and Cubs at Bury Lake, Rickmansworth.
There will be a slight change to arrangements this year to enable Cub Packs, Scout Troops or Explorer Units to make a ‘block booking’ for an exclusive Thursday evening on 25th April, 2nd May or 9th May. This will be charged at £168 for up to 12 places including transport. Additional places £12 each not including transport. A leader will be needed to provide supervision on the minibus and at the centre for these sessions.

Taster sessions

Please promote this activity for your young people. All you have to do is pass the information on – you do not have to attend or even take names! The information below is to help you field any questions.

All sessions have to be pre-booked and paid for in advance. Please DO NOT tell anyone they can just turn up! All parents have to do is to go onto the District website and book the sessions they want. 

Dates -Thursdays 16th, 23rd May – Thursday evening taster sessions. Youngsters can come to one or more – the programme will be the same. Lots of activities on the water and experience of sailing. Cubs and Scouts will get a Time on the Water badge too! 
Further dates will be released when we know the take up of badge courses.

Staged Badge Courses
Thursdays 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th June, 4th, 11th July evenings – Structured courses learning to sail and leading to the award of a Stage 1 or 2 Sailing Activity badge and RYA certificates. It would be an advantage to youngsters to have been on at least one taster session before enrolling on Stage 1. Applicants for Stage 2 must have the Stage 1 badge or RYA stage 1 youth sailing award. They will need to complete all the sessions to get the awards.

11th July – Sailing will be followed by presentation of badges and a barbecue on the lakeside.

A day dinghy sailing will be planned in September for Explorers, Scouts and Cubs and Scouts who have completed courses. Details will become available during the season.
Open sailing

Youngsters who have completed Scout Stage 2 or RYA Stage 1 and DBS checked adults who would like to sail on any of the Thursday evenings should contact our administrator directly to make arrangements. 

Transport 
Minibus transport for all the Thursday evenings is included in the cost. It will leave Apsley PROMPTLY at 5.30pm. We need to be at Rickmansworth by 6.15 to make the most of daylight so we cannot wait around for people! The minibus will return for about 9.00pm (9.45pm on 11th July). Parents wishing to transport their own children may do so but will need to be at the lake on time and MUST HAVE BOOKED.
Cost
Unfortunately the cost of providing these sessions has had to be increased significantly this year. Bury Lake Young Mariners are redeveloping the facilities with new toilets, showers and training rooms so have raised their charges, and other costs have also increased. Each Thursday session will cost £12. The Staged Activity badge courses will cost £72. (Commercial centres charge £160 for the same tuition!) All fees to be paid in advance directly to the organisers via the website. Please DO NOT tell youngsters they can pay on the night! There will be no refunds unless we have to cancel a session.

How to apply
All applications and payment have to be made via the Hemel Hempstead Scouts website: www.hemel-scouts.co.uk/activities/sailing/ . The ‘go live’ date for bookings will be announced via email to leaders and on the Facebook and website. The activity has been extremely popular in recent years so if you wish to book a whole fun session for your Explorers, Scouts or Cubs contact the Administrator as soon as possible by email; sailing@hemel-scouts.co.uk  

On receipt of the on-line application form and payment, further information and a permission form will be sent out. Places will not be reserved until the permission form has been returned! Confirmation of booking will then be sent by email. If their preferred evening is sold out, parents can email sailing@hemel-scouts.co.uk to join the reserve list, stating their child’s name, scout group, preferred evening(s) and phone number.

Leaders or parents who would like to help, particularly those with sailing experience will be welcome to attend any of our sessions but please call me first. There will also be a session for parents, leaders and any adults interested in helping in the future on 18th July, details to follow.
Yours,

Colin Rivett,

01442 266129

07730 352326

rivetts@aol.com 
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