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The  Chairman  writes  .   .  . 

 

I am proud to present the contents of this Annual Report which reflect another busy and 

successful year for the Hemel Hempstead Scout District.  It has been a memorable year 

during which we have celebrated The Queen’s Jubilee, The Olympic Games and the 

appointment of a new District Commissioner.   

The format of this report is designed to cover our statutory obligations and reporting 

requirements in a short, simple, straightforward and easy to understand way.  If you would 

like to see a more comprehensive coverage of our activities with pictures and narrative then 

please look at our website www.hemel-scouts.co.uk where you can download reports of our 

many events and activities. 

As Chairman of the District Executive I watch the growth, progress and development of 

scouting in Hemel Hempstead with great pleasure and pride.  So, it may seem strange to 

admit that I worry of problems ahead.  Our new District Commissioner, Russ Dyble has made 

such an excellent start to his period of tenure that I am already concerned how we will find 

anyone that is able to follow him!  Fortunately it is not a problem we need to deal with 

immediately and, since Russ is already producing a strategic vision for the future and 

strengthening the District Leadership Structure to support future growth and development, 

I doubt that it will actually be a problem when we get to that point. 

So I would like to end by thanking all those that have volunteered their help and time to 

Scouting over the past year in the District and hope that you will all continue to support 

Russ and his team through the coming months. 

 

 

Keith Gower 

District Chairman 

Hemel Hempstead District Scout Council 
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Hemel Hempstead District Explorer Scouts 

 

The District Explorer Units have been going from strength to strength throughout the last 
year, a fantastic Summer camp capitalised on the only sunny week of the whole year by 
going to Guernsey with an array of activities that included climbing, cycling, hiking, painting, 
swimming, sightseeing, sandcastling, canyoning and a rib ride, the weather was so hot 
keeping sunburn down to a minimum was high on the leaders agenda! 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme has been successful as ever with many expeditions 
and Young Leaders spread throughout the District in almost every Beaver, Cub and Scout 
group.  
 
We attended Wintercamp at Gilwell Park for the first time,  ably assisted by 1st Kings 
Langley Scouts, what a fantastic weekend of fun, in freezing conditions! All the Scouts and 
Explorers coped extremely well in the mud and frost, the chance to ride the Olympic white 
water course in a raft with the temperature just above freezing must have been a highlight! 
 
Due to popular demand we have now opened a third unit, so Explorers now operates on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, catering for all tastes with a balanced programme.  

Richard Hirons       Hemel Hempstead District   Explorer Scouts Commissioner 

 

Hemel Hempstead District Scout Network 
 
The District Scout Network remains one of the most active in the county and its members 
took part in a wide range of activities and entertainment  including volleyball, canoeing, 
baking , cycling and a  Paper Olympics.     Network members also supported the running of 
events for other sections including supporting a local lights festival, a choir and the Explorer 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition.  
 
Successes continued by entering a team in to the Peak Assault mountain competition.  Our 
team competed against tough competition and put in a great performance.       Once again 
the highlight of the year was again Chiltern Challenge.    The Hemel Scout Network helps 
organises and runs this event for the County’s Explorer scouts.  
 
We’ve been making the most of being Scout Network. The membership continued to grow 
in 2012, with new members joining from the Explorer Scout section.   
 
Its Great being Network!  
 
 

 Geoff Angell             Hemel Hempstead District     Scout Network Leader
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A Brief Overview of Hemel Hempstead Scout District 

 

The function of a Scout District is to provide support and facilities for its constituent Scout 

Groups, in which the greatest part of Scouting activity actually takes place on a weekly basis.   

This District comprises thirteen Groups,  all of which  are very busy and will be making their 

own separate Reports at their own Annual Meetings.           In addition, the District runs 

three Explorer Scout Units (for ages 14-18) and a Scout Network (18-25).        Many more 

details of their various activities can be found on the District and individual Group websites. 

 

The services  provided by this Scout District include such topics as the Appointment and 

Training of Leaders, and the planning and financial management of certain major events 

such as an International Camp or celebration of St. George’s Day, which are beyond the 

scope of most individual Groups. 

 

Another District function relates to the planning of future provision.     The changing 

distribution of youngsters, or the development of new-build housing in the area, both lead 

to the need for a new Group where none existed before or one had closed. 

 

Finally, we are very conscious of our relationship with our local authority Dacorum Borough 

Council.      Firstly they are one of our Landlords (from whom four Groups lease their HQ 

site, and two more rent a Hall).     Secondly they have been a useful source of advice and 

local knowledge.    But mostly we are delighted that in 2012 the Mayor of the Borough 

graciously consented to be our President for the year.    This is a significant recognition of 

the part played by Scouting in the local community, which we hope and trust will long 

continue. 

Russ Dyble 

District Commissioner 

Hemel Hempstead Scout District  
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Scout Groups and Units in Hemel Hempstead District 
 

Group Name 
Adults 

January 2013 

Youngsters 

January 2013 

  Male Female Total 

1st Apsley 36 181 45 226 

1st Bennetts End 14 35 18 53 

* Note 1: 1st Bovingdon 1 29 3 32 

3rd Boxmoor 7 46 1 47 

4th Boxmoor 8 27 6 33 

*Note 1: 1st Gadebridge 0 23 2 25 

1st Hemel Hempstead  (Queensway) 4 47 6 53 

2nd Hemel Hempstead  (Grovehill) 10 22 12 34 

4th Hemel Hempstead  (Woodhall Farm) 7 32 5 37 

7th Hemel Hempstead  (Lockers Park) 5 43 0 43 

1st Kings Langley 11 52 21 73 

1st Leverstock Green 35 112 12 124 

1st Warners End 5 32 5 37 

District Explorer Scouts 16 68 24 92 

District Scout Network 1 8 7 15 

Active Support 21    

*Note 2: District Team 11    

TOTALS 192 757 167 924 

*1.  These two Groups are supported by other Leaders      

*2.  Team total excludes those counted elsewhere District Grand Total 1116 

 




















